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1.0 Introduction 

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) was engaged by Gray & Walsh Pty Ltd to undertake a community collection 

of stone artefacts from Aboriginal sites within the western part of the Oran Park Growth Centre Precinct, known as 

the ‘Denbigh Property’.  This report has been prepared in fulfilment of condition 16-19 & 27 of Section 90 

Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) #1116799 dated 7 July 2010 issued to Tosh Pty Ltd and Olive Hill Pty 

Ltd.  The report describes the methods and results of a surface collection of Aboriginal stone artefacts carried out 

on 28 October 2010 in fulfilment of the AHIP’s conditions (Appendix A).  

1.1 AHIP Conditions 

Schedule C of the AHIP provides the following list of Aboriginal objects to be included in the community collection: 

Table 1: Aboriginal Sites Collected 

Site ID Site Name Site Type MGA Easting
1
 MGA Northing 

52-2-3538 OPM-1 Isolated find 289686 6234725 

45-5-3357 OPD-3 Artefact scatter
2
 289446 6235838 

45-5-3358 OPD-5 Isolated find 289563 6236032 

52-2-3535 OPD-14 Isolated find 289652 6234911 

52-2-3536 OPD-15 Open artefact scatter 288622 6234169 

 

Conditions 16 to 19 of the AHIP sets out the manner in which the artefacts are to be collected: 

Community Collection 

16. The AHIP holder must provide a reasonable opportunity for community collection of Aboriginal 

objects described in Schedule C to be undertaken by the local Aboriginal groups. 

17. Any community collection of Aboriginal objects must be undertaken under the supervision of a 

qualified archaeologist. 

18. The AHIP holder must ensure that information about Aboriginal objects collected as part of the 

community collection is recorded in the following manner: 

a. that the location of the Aboriginal objects are recorded using GPS co-ordinates; and 

b. the artefact scatter is recorded. 

Condition 27 of the AHIP sets out the timeframe in which the report must be completed and what it must include: 

Due date for report about the community collection of Aboriginal objects 

27. The report detailing the community collection of Aboriginal objects must be provided to the DECC office 

within 3 months of the completion of the community collection authorised by this AHIP. 

This report must include: 

a) details of the nature and type of Aboriginal objects collected at each site listed in Schedule 

C; and 

b) a description of the methods of collection, the location recorded with GPS and the artefact 

scatter pattern recorded. 

                                                           

1
 All co-ordinates are in GDA94 Zone 56 

2
 JMCHM 2007 recorded this site as an isolated find, however DECCW have this site recorded as an artefact scatter.  Two 

artefacts were collected from the site.  
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1.2 The Study Area 

The land referred to here as ‘Oran Park West – Denbigh Property’ is located north of Camden in south-west 

Sydney.  The Denbigh Property is bounded to the east by The Northern Road and to the south by Cobbitty Road 

(Figure 1).  Parts of the property are being developed as part of Oran Park Township, however parts are being 

retained as the Denbigh estate is state heritage listed. 

Denbigh property is located within Oran Park Precinct itself located towards the southern end of the Cumberland 

Plain and ranges in elevation from 162 m asl (above sea-level) in the northwest corner to 66 m asl on Cobbitty 

Creek.  The landscape primarily comprises gently rolling hills and concave creek valleys.  There are several 

prominent ridges, one of which commences at the north east part of Oran Park Precinct and continues south to 

the Nepean River.  The land is situated on bedrock of Bringelly Shale with soils typically comprising of shallow 

topsoil of around 200 mm over clay B horizon soils.  The land is located in the headwaters of tributaries of South 

Creek, which is variably a third or fourth order stream.  South Creek is a major catchment of the Cumberland Plain 

and connects to the Hawkesbury River in the north. 

1.3 Project Team 

Fieldwork was conducted by the local Aboriginal groups working with Geordie Oakes as supervising 

archaeologist.  The stakeholders and the persons representing them during fieldwork on the 28 October 2010 

were: 

 Cubbitch Barta Native Title Claimants Aboriginal Corporation (Glenda Chalker); 

 Darug Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessments (Tim Wells); 

 Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation (Leanne Watson); 

 Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation (John Riley); and 

 Tharawal LALC (Alfred Fazledeen). 

Geordie Oakes prepared this report and undertook mapping. 
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2.0 Methodology 

2.1 Previous Site Recording 

The Aboriginal sites listed in Table 1 above were recorded during the initial Aboriginal heritage assessment of the 

land by JMCHM
3
 in 2007.   

2.2 Collection and Field Recording Methods 

The field collection was undertaken over one day on 28 October 2010.   

Artefact collection in 2010 relied on the GPS coordinates and site descriptions provided in the 2007 survey report 

and included in AHIP Schedule C (Table 1).  Site descriptions in the JMCHM 2007 survey report included a text 

description of the area where artefacts were originally observed as well as a description of artefacts observed.   

The methodology employed for the collection consisted of locating the sites using a combination of AMG 

coordinates entered into a Differential GPS (Trimble GEO-XM) and written descriptions to locate the general area 

of the site.  Hard copy maps had been prepared for each fieldwork team member highlighting the Schedule C 

sites for collection.  The ground surface in the vicinity of each scheduled Aboriginal site was inspected by the field 

team.  Where artefacts were identified, a GPS point was taken, along with the basic attributes of the artefacts.  

Due to heavy grass growth obscuring the ground surface, artefacts at two of the five sites were not located.  Both 

these sites consisted of isolated artefacts making their relocation difficult. 

2.3 Site Conditions – Constraints and Opportunities 

The original archaeological survey recording of Oran Park East in February 2007 (JMCHM 2007) had been 

conducted towards the end of a period of sustained drought.  The drought-affected areas afforded greater than 

normal ground surface visibility conditions.  In addition to reduced grass cover and higher visibility along tracks, 

the extremely low level of farm dams had exposed large areas of normally inundated ground.  For most sites, 

ground surface visibility in 2010 was far below the levels of 2007 as a result of heavy grass growth.   

2.4 Analysis 

Analysis of the artefactual material was limited to the requirements of the AHIP to demonstrate the scatter pattern.  

For descriptive purposes, the following attributes were recorded to allow basic descriptive comparison with 

assemblages recovered from the Phase 2 investigations: number of artefacts, raw material and artefact type. 

2.5 AHIMS Register 

An Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form will be completed for each site impacted.  This form is used to update 

AHIMS on the site’s condition once an impact has occurred.   

2.6 Storage of Artefacts 

Condition 20, 21 and 22 of the AHIP sets out guidelines for the storage of the artefacts collected: 

Temporary storage of Aboriginal objects recovered as part of the community collection under this AHIP 

20. Aboriginal objects collected by way of community collection authorised by this AHIP must be moved as 

soon as practicable to the temporary storage location nominated in Schedule D, pending the resolution 

as to the long term storing or keeping of the Aboriginal objects. 

21. The AHIP holder is responsible for the protection of any Aboriginal artefacts stored at each temporary 

storage location other than when the objects are at the Australian Museum. 

Long term storage of Aboriginal objects recovered as part of the community collection under this AHIP 

                                                           

3
 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd 2007 Archaeological Investigation of the Oran Park Precinct in the 

South West Growth Centre, Camden, NSW Stage 3 Report, Report to APP 
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22. The AHIP holder must use its best endeavours to ensure that Aboriginal objects recovered as part of the 

community collection authorised by this AHIP are moved as soon as practicable to the proposed keeping 

place that is to be established under AHIP #1100632, issued to Landcom/GDC on 26
th

 May 2009 for 

Oran Park East. 

In accordance with the above conditions Aboriginal artefacts collected as part of this community collection (Oran 
Park West) will be placed with artefacts collected during the community collection for Oran Park East and stored 
in the nominated storage location defined in Schedule D – The Australian Museum, 6 College St, Sydney NSW 
2010.  At the time of writing this report AECOM has made a written request to the Australian Museum to store the 
artefacts and are awaiting a response.   
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3.0 Results 

3.1 Artefact Numbers 

A total of 11 Aboriginal artefacts were collected from the five sites designated for collection. Three of the five sites 

identified for collection consisted of isolated finds.  The remaining two were artefact scatters.  No artefacts were 

visible at two of the isolated find sites.  The remaining isolated find was collected.  Multiple artefacts were 

collected from both artefact scatters.   

An additional three lithics not considered artefactual as a result of post collection analysis were also collected.  

These have been included here to avoid potential confusion over the artefact count.  

The number of artefacts reported in 2007 is compared with numbers identified in 2010 in Table 2. 

Table 2: Artefact Frequencies Compared 2007 & 2010 

AHIMS 

Site # 

Site Name 2007 

Artefacts 

2010 

Artefacts 

Comment 

52-2-3538 OPM-1 1 2 Originally recorded as a single artefact broken into two 

pieces.  Two artefacts were located in 2010 but were 

not considered part of a single artefact. 

45-5-3357 OPD-3 1 2 The original description of this site did not match the 

GPS co-ordinates.  However, two artefacts were 

located and collected at the GPS coordinates of the 

site. 

45-5-3358 OPD-5 1 0 The artefact was recorded in 2007 as located at the 

base of a eucalypt, however, while the eucalypt was 

located, the artefact was not. 

52-2-3535 OPD-14 1 0 The artefact was recorded in 2007 as located on an 

exposure along the fenceline bordering The Northern 

Road.  Due to thick grass cover and the small size of 

the artefact (15x5x4 mm), it was not relocated in 2010. 

52-2-3536 OPD-15 9 10 Nine artefacts were originally recorded by JMCHM 

(2007).  In 2010, seven artefacts with clear diagnostic 

features, and three non-diagnostic lithics were 

collected (considered non-artefactual).   

 

3.2 Artefact Characteristics 

Six of the collected artefacts with diagnostic features were of red/brown silcrete; one was of quartz and three of 

mudstone.  

Three non-diagnostic lithics were collected however post collection analysis determined that these were non-

artefactual.  These consisted of one possible petrified wood, one chert and one blue metal gravel.   

Artefact frequencies are shown in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Artefact Raw Materials for Each Site Collected in 2010 

Site Silcrete 

Indurated 

Mudstone Quartz 

Non 

Artefactual Grand Total 

OPM-1 

 

2 

  

2 

OPD-3 2 

   

2 

OPD-5 

    

0 

OPD-14 

    

0 

OPD-15 5 1 1 2 10 

Grand Total 7 (50%) 3 (21%) 1 (7%) 3 (22%) 14 

 

For comparison, the Phase 2 investigation analysis of 4,780 artefacts(ENSR AECOM 2009) 
4
 had the following 

raw material proportions: silcrete 74%, indurated mudstone 15%, quartz 10%, and petrified wood and other raw 

materials <1%.  The predominance of silcrete followed by indurated mudstone and quartz is reflected in the 

surface collected artefact assemblage. 

Artefact types are predominantly angular shatter (N=5; 36%) and flake shatter (N=4; 29%) with one flake (N=1; 

7%), retouched artefacts (N=1; 7%; geometric microlith) and three non-artefactual shatter fragments (21%).   

Table 4: Artefact Types by Site 

Type 

Site Total 

OPM-1 OPD-3 OPD-5 OPD-14 OPD-15 

 Flake 

    

1 1 

Retouched 

artefact 

    

1 1 

Flaked shatter 1 1 

  

2 4 

Angular 

shatter 1 1 

  

3 5 

Other – non 

artefactual 

    

3 3 

Total 2 2 0 0 10 14 

 

3.3 Scatter Pattern 

Isolated Finds 

Figure 2 shows the scatter pattern results from plotting the MGA coordinates of the artefacts collected in 2010.  

No comparative data is available for the 2007 survey.  Due to the limited number of artefacts located at the sites, 

the scatter pattern does not demonstrate any particular patterning, but essentially shows that surface artefacts 

occur randomly across the region as ‘background scatter’.  

                                                           

4
 ENSR Australia (ENSR AECOM). 2009. Phase 2 archaeological excavations – Oran Park and Turner Road Precincts, 

South West Sydney NSW.  Report for Landcom / Greenfields Development Corporation, Dart West Developments Pty Ltd and 

Paynter Dixon Golf Pty Ltd. 
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Artefact Scatter 

The artefact scatter located on the dam wall at OPD-15 is likely to consist of topsoil stripped from the surrounding 

area to create the dam walls.  Therefore, the density of artefacts at this location is likely to be artificially created 

and not the result of intensive occupation of the site.  

3.4 Conclusion 

Due the small number of artefacts located at the nominated sites, which were predominately isolated finds, the 

scatter pattern map does not offer any obvious insights into artefact distribution other than the area was used by 

Aboriginal people in the past.  Such isolated finds or ‘background scatter’ have some scientific value by 

demonstrating the types of Aboriginal artefacts that occur in the area, but due to their low densities do not provide 

insights into the intensity of use, evidence of discrete activity areas or an indication of potential subsurface 

deposit.    
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Oran Park West "Denbigh" Artefact Collection
Oran Park, NSW
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Worldwide Locations 

 

Australia +61-2-8484-8999 

 

Azerbaijan +994 12 4975881 

 

Belgium +32-3-540-95-86 

 

Bolivia +591-3-354-8564 

 

Brazil +55-21-3526-8160 

 

China +86-20-8130-3737 

 

England +44 1928-726006 

 

France +33(0)1 48 42 59 53 

 

Germany +49-631-341-13-62 

 

Ireland +353 1631 9356 

 

Italy +39-02-3180 77 1 

 

Japan +813-3541 5926 

 

Malaysia +603-7725-0380 

 

Netherlands +31 10 2120 744 

 

Philippines +632 910 6226 

 

Scotland +44 (0) 1224-624624 

 

Singapore +65 6295 5752 

 

Thailand +662 642 6161 

 

Turkey +90-312-428-3667 

 

United 

States +1 978-589-3200 

 

Venezuela +58-212-762-63 39 

 

Australian Locations 

 

Adelaide 

Brisbane 

Canberra 

Darwin 

Melbourne 

Newcastle 

Perth 

Sydney 

Singleton 

 

www.aecom.com 

 

 

http://www.ensr.com.au/
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